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move toward that religiousness1 in which the
human race of the future will commune. It will
scatter along its way the errors and superstitions
which divide souls, retaining only the truths
which bring them nearer.

V. Civilisation and social progress demonstrate
the necessity and the benefits of the union of
human beings. The crossings of peoples and of
races are daily increasing. Science and literatures
are becoming common property. International
laws are widening their domain. Like the stamp
of the postal union, there is a single thought
dominating all the divergences of ideas and of
interests. Religions, like all human institutions,
must conform to the law of the living. They must
submit, in the first place, to the conditions of
existence that obtain in the surrounding environ-
ment. They will remain only by being in harmony
with human thought and feelings. Far from work-
ing for the division of minds, they will strive for a
closer connection.

Religions will thus be able to coexist for a long
time, side by side, in the presence of religiousness,

1 For lack of a more suitable word, we use the old term, relig-
iousness, whose meaning has often been distorted and violated.
Perhaps it might have been better to invent a new one, but the
danger of being entirely misunderstood was greater than that of
being insufficiently comprehended.